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CAWT Strategic Planning Workshop
CAWT‟s recent strategic planning workshop in Donegal
town brought together key stakeholders from across the
border region to agree the vision and plan the partnership‟s
work for the next 3 years. Priorities for future cross border
activity were identified and the most effective mechanisms
for planning and delivery of this work was debated.

Inside this Issue


CAWT Strategic
Planning Workshop



North South Alcohol
Conference



EU INTERREG IVA
project update



News and events

The general consensus was that cross border health has
much to offer in the current challenging financial climate.
Commenting CAWT‟s Chief Officer, Bernie McCrory said: At the CAWT Strategy Workshop in
“This workshop was extremely worthwhile, in that service Donegal are (l to r): Tom Daly, HSE/CAWT;
planners and commissioners were able provide us with John Hayes, HSE West; John Meehan,
their expert views on what our priorities should be for the HSE West and John Doherty, Western
future. Our current programme of work, as the delivery Trust.
agent for the EU‟s INTERREG IVA programme, ‘Putting Patient, Client & Families First’ is delivering
tangible services and we want to build on this. CAWT has 20 years‟ experience of cross border
health and social care - we are now preparing the ground for the next phase.”
Click here for CAWT website

North South Alcohol Conference
At the recent North South Alcohol conference
in Armagh, policymakers and agencies from
both jurisdictions, explored common issues in
relation to the misuse of alcohol. Attended
by over 100 delegates, this unique
conference focused, in particular, on the
challenges relating to alcohol and young
adults. Expert contributions came from Sir
Ian Gilmore, who chairs the UK Alcohol
Health Alliance; Dr Peter Anderson, an
international public health consultant and
At the North South Alcohol conference are (l to r): Tom expert on alcohol policy and Dr Fiona
Daly, Director General, CAWT / HSE; Edwin Poots, Measham, a renowned researcher in the
Minister for Health, DHSSPS; Dr James Reilly, Minister for fields of drug and alcohol use.
Health, Department of Health; Bernie McCrory, Chief
Officer, CAWT and Owen Metcalfe, Director, Institute of
Public Health in Ireland.

The conference was addressed by Health
Ministers Edwin Poots, Dr James Reilly and
Minister of State, Róisín Shortall. Minister
Reilly stated: “This conference has set the scene for a longer term, all-island collaborative approach for
tackling issues relating to alcohol abuse. The areas we would like progress on a North South basis are
measures to reduce the availability of cheap alcohol and treatment and rehabilitation of those affected
by alcohol misuse. Alcohol use and misuse is an area where both jurisdictions can achieve a lot
together ………….”
Click here for conference webpage
A project supported by the European
Union’s INTERREG IVA Programme
managed by the Special EU
Programmes Body and delivered by
Co-operation and Working Together.
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European Union INTERREG IVA Project Update
Sexual Health / GUM clinics
The sexual health / GUM services established in the CAWT partner areas are progressing
well. As at end of January 2012, the CAWT GUM project, across the four CAWT partner
organisations, has achieved 3,468 patient beneficiaries plus an additional 1,960 people have
been trained in sexual health promotion. Thus, the project is on course to achieve the EU
INTERREG programme‟s client/beneficiary target of 5,000 clients. Another significant milestone was achieved with the opening of Letterkenny General Hospital‟s first GUM clinic in
September 2011. The new Monaghan General Hospital GUM clinic opened in December
2011. Plans are underway for the new Louth County Hospital GUM clinic to commence in
February 2012, followed by Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital‟s GUM service shortly thereafter.
Opening the Letterkenny Hospital
Welcoming the new Monaghan GUM service, Stephen Mulvany, Regional Director of Operations, HSE Dublin North East, said: “We are delighted that this EU investment has enabled
the HSE to provide better access to sexual health services. Anyone concerned about their
sexual health now has greater access to sexual health services locally in Cavan and
Monaghan. This is a significant step towards creating a border-wide network of GUM
services which are fully accessible to people within their local communities and in promoting
the importance of good sexual health.”

GUM clinic (l to r): Prof Wallace
Dinsmore, Consultant; Sonya Keeny,
Clinical Nurse Manager, HSE West;
Brigid McGinty, Programme Manager,
CAWT and Marian Martin, CAWT
Project Manager.

Contact: Marian Martin, Project Manager t: 00 44 (0)75 2589 8537 e: marian.martin@westerntrust.hscni.net
w: www.cawt.com/gum

Autism Support: ‘Turning the Curve’
This project is continuing to provide specific transition training to young people with ASD/
Asperger's Syndrome. The training will be completed by April 2012 and feedback to date
indicates that the participants have improved their level of competency in many, if not all the
personal and life skills areas. The presentation of certificates to participants in this accredited
course is being planned for June 2012. All project staff are in place and a substantial number of
transition plans have been agreed with the young people. These young people are receiving
support from ASD Support Workers to meet the objectives and goals outlined in their plans.
All ASD Transition Officers in the four CAWT partner areas are planning group-based activities
to help further develop the young peoples‟ social and communication skills. These activities will
be put in place over the next few months and will be completed by September 2012. It is
SHSCT „Turning the Curve‟ envisaged that these projects will allow the young people to establish relationships with peers,
autism project staff (l to r): Lisa that will hopefully continue into the future.
Polland O‟Hare; Catherine
Corrigan; Patricia Kelly and Contact: Louise Potts, Project Manager t: 00 44 (0)28 82835768
Margaret Garvey
e: louise.potts@westerntrust.hscni.net w: www.cawt.com/autism

Older People
We are delighted to report that there are now a total of 12 Social Support projects
underway across the CAWT areas. The projects were decided upon after consultation
with older people and include services such as Befriending, Good Morning, Handy
Man, Computer/Internet Training and Information services. A further five social
support contracts will be awarded in the next four months.
The Telecare/Assistive Technology aspect of the project is active in Northern Ireland
with a number of older people now in receipt of appropriate telecare packages in both
the Southern and Western Trust areas. It is anticipated that delivery of telecare will
commence in the next three to four months in the HSE border counties. The Inter
agency working groups, established as part of the project, continue to engage with
and complement the work of local Older People‟s Forums and Networks in the project
target areas. One of the networks, the Inishowen Older People‟s network is planning
to formally launch in March.
Contact: Anne Gill, Project Manager t: 00 44 (0)28 71860086
e: anne.gill@westerntrust.hscni.net w:www.cawt.com/olderpeople

Members of the Middletown and District
Community Development Assoc. at the
launch of the new Middletown luncheon
club. Back row (l to r): Michael McKernan;
Brendan McCann; Francie McKernan and
Patsy O'Hanlon, Secretary. Front row ( l to
r): Donna Haughian, Southern Trust; Gerard
Mallon, Chairperson; Brenda Toal, CAWT
Older People‟s Project and John Mone.

CAWT Development Centre, Riverview House, Abercorn Road, Londonderry, BT48 6SB
T: +44 (0)28 7127 2100

F: +44 (0)28 7127 2105

E: cawtinfo@westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk
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Social Inclusion
The project is reporting excellent activity level for the three strands. To date 1, 607
women have participated in programmes in the project areas of South Armagh,
Monaghan, Outer West/Inishowen and West Tyrone/East Donegal. The Project Board
plan to measure the impact of the programmes using validated questionnaires. 17
Travellers are participating in the accredited Employment Skills Training being
delivered in both Monaghan and Armagh by Extern, which will be followed by the
securing of work placement opportunities for participants. Furthermore, there are
plans to deliver health improvement programmes to Traveller women in the Strabane
area.
In September, a Community Health Question Time Event held in Derry was attended Pictured at the NW Community Health
by 100 people from the community and statutory sectors from both sides of the Question Time event (l to r): Collette Deeney,
border, As a result of this event, the Social Inclusion network members have agree to CAWT Social Inclusion project; Marie
implement actions to improve access to services and promote social inclusion O‟Leary, HSE West; Eamonn Sweeney, HSE
amongst vulnerable groups. The project is also reviewing good practice in promoting West; Diane Donnelly, HSE West and
access for groups such as Travellers, LGBT and those with visual and hearing Rosaline Keenan, HSE DNE.
impairment to emergency care, mental health and GP services. The project is supporting the CAWT Alcohol project and the PHA
in organising a workshop in Strabane focused on alcohol and drugs misuse in the Traveller community.
Contact: Karen Meehan, Project Manager t: 00 44 (0)28 7136 6116 e: karen.meehan@westerntrust.hscni.net
w: www.cawt.com/socialinclusion

Eating Disorders
The Eating Disorder therapists continue to raise awareness of eating disorders
primarily through the delivery of training to GPs and primary care teams across
the border region and by linking with voluntary support groups. The therapists
are working with people with mild to moderate eating disorders. The number of
clients has steadily increased with 133 people receiving appointments by the
end of 2011. In the Western Trust area, the eating disorder therapists have
supported the development of two carer support groups who meet monthly in
Omagh and Enniskillen. The eating therapists have also linked with the „What‟s
Eating You?‟ programme delivered by the CAWT Social Inclusion project.
Arrangements for Great Ormond Street Hospital in London to provide specialist
Eating disorder therapists pictured at the cross supervision to Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services therapists across
border Eating Disorders workshop held in Omagh.
the EU INTERREG IVA eligible area has now been arranged.
Contact: Kathleen Donnelly, Project Manager
t: 00 44 (0)28 82835711 e: kathleen.donnelly@westerntrust.hscni.net w: www.cawt.com/eatingdisorders

‘Time IVA Change’ Border Region Alcohol project
Recent developments in this project include the expansion of the Early Intervention
Service to the Sligo and Leitrim areas. Furthermore, GP practices in the Western Trust
area have been identified for delivery of Early Intervention services. A response to the
Maternity Strategy Consultation in Northern Ireland was submitted, with staff from Early
Intervention taking the lead role. The Strengthening Families Programme (SFP)
successfully completed the delivery of a second 14-week programme to families and
the third programme is currently underway in the Western Trust area.
Pictured at the seminar in Ballyshannon
The Community Mobilisation strand in the Western Trust and HSE West areas
continues to highlight the alcohol issue in a number of ways. A successful drama was
premiered in Omagh in December to highlight the issue of alcohol and suicide within
the Traveller Community. Forthcoming plans include an Omagh launch of the
Responsible Server Training for the licensed trade and a seminar in Strabane,
„Having a think on the way we drink,‟ to consider the issue of drugs and alcohol misuse
in the Traveller Community.

(l to r): John O'Kane, CAWT Alcohol
Project; Cathy Mullan, Public Health
Agency NI; Dr. Marie Claire Van Hout,
guest speaker; Paula Leonard, Donegal
Travellers Project; Katie Boyle, Donegal
Travellers Project and Siobhan Friel, NW
Alcohol Forum.

Contact: John O’Kane, Project Manager t: 00 44 (0) 28 71272100 e: johnG.okane@westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk
w: www.cawt.com/alcohol
CAWT Development Centre, Riverview House, Abercorn Road, Londonderry, BT48 6SB
T: +44 (0)28 7127 2100

F: +44 (0)28 7127 2105

E: cawtinfo@westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk
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North South Alcohol conference - Armagh

Some of the speakers at the first North South conference
on developing joint approaches to tackling alcohol misuse
on the island of Ireland. From left: Professor Sir Ian
Gilmore, Chair of the UK Alcohol Health Alliance and
Chair of the European Alcohol and Health Forum Science
Group; Dr Fiona Measham, a renowned researcher in the
fields of drug and alcohol use, gender, licensed leisure
and the relationship between crime and culture; Dr Peter
Anderson, an international public health consultant and
expert on alcohol policy and John Waters, writer and
journalist.

Cross border acute trauma care course - Aldergrove, Antrim

Ambulance and medical personnel, from both sides of the border,
convened in RAF Aldergrove in Co. Antrim recently to participate
in an intensive 3-day cross border acute trauma care course. The
focus for the course was to support both ambulance services to
work co-operatively and to practice working as single cross
border team in dealing with a major medical incident in the border
region. Funded by the EU‟s INTERREG IVA programme, the
training was organised in partnership with the Defence Forces
Ireland Medical Corps, The Irish Air Corps and the 253 (North
Irish) Medical Regiment TA .

Conference:
Venue:
Date:
Contact details:

CAWT Sexual Health / GUM project — Sexual health in the border region
Tara Centre, Omagh
27 April 2012
Marian Martin
t: 00 44 (0)28 6862 8403
e: marian.martin@westerntrust.hscni.net
w: www.cawt.com/gum

Conference:
Venue:
Date:
Contact details:

CAWT Conference — 20 years of cross border health
Cavan
25 May 2012
Bernie McCrory
t: 00 44 (0)28 7127 2100
e: Bernie.mccrory@westerntrust.hscni.net
w: www.cawt.com
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T: +44 (0)28 7127 2100

F: +44 (0)28 7127 2105

E: cawtinfo@westhealth.n-i.nhs.uk

